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SUNDERLAND

Notes on the Regiment

The memorial commemorates the 125th Anti Tank Regiment Royal Artillery (TA).

125th Field Regiment R.A. (T.A.), based in Sunderland, was formed on 1st April 1939 from 294th and 295th Batteries of 74th (Northumbrian) Field Regiment R.A. (T.A.).  It was embodied on 1st September 1939 in 23rd (Northumbrian) Infantry Division in Northern Command, equipped with 18-pdr gun & 4.5-inch howitzers.  
When the 23rd Division went to France in April 1940, the divisional artillery remained in the UK.  In June 1940 the regiment moved to Norfolk, joined 18th (East Anglian) Infantry Division and was converted to 125th (Northumbrian) Anti-Tank Regiment RA (TA) equipped with 2-pdr anti-tank guns.  It was placed under orders to move overseas in November 1940 and moved to Scotland to train for desert warfare.
In March 1941 it sailed from Gourock, but the ship had to turn back for repairs after a collision at sea and the move overseas was postponed.  While waiting to be re-equipped the regiment was employed on civil defence duties, first in Glasgow, then Liverpool, where three members of the regiment were killed by enemy action.  After receiving new equipment and training in Cheshire, it embarked at Avonmouth on 28th October 1941.  After a journey of some 20,000 miles, via Clyde, Nova Scotia, Trinidad, Cape Town, India and Ceylon, it arrived off Singapore on the 5th February 1942.  As the ship approached Singapore, it was attacked by Japanese bombers, and received several direct hits.  It was soon ablaze, and in spite of all efforts to put out the fire, it had to be abandoned with the loss of all the equipment and personal belongings.  By 7th February all personnel had been accounted for - one officer had been killed, almost two-thirds had received burns and wounds.  Nevertheless on the 9th the regiment moved into the line, as infantry.  The Japanese had landed on Singapore Island on the night of the 7th/8th February and by the morning of the 15th the British position was clearly untenable.  There was a lack of ammunition, the Japanese had cut the water supply and had given an ultimatum that every European on the Island would be killed, unless there was an unconditional surrender.  The ceasefire

was ordered at 4.00 p.m. and at 8.00 a.m. on the 16th February the Japanese Army marched into Singapore.  
On 17th February 1942 the regiment was marched to Changi and started 3½ years’ captivity under a cruel and inhumane enemy.  Throughout their captivity they were forced to work under appalling conditions with little food, inadequate clothing, suffering from tropical diseases with very little medical supplies and regular beatings.  Parties worked in the tropical heat and rain of Singapore on the infamous Burma-Siam railway.   Others were sent to the factories, dockyards and coalmines of Formosa and Japan, where in winter the temperature fell below freezing, without warm clothing and some without footwear of any kind.

By August 1945, when the prisoners were liberated, 197 members of the regiment, about one-third, had died while in captivity.  It was considered to be place in suspended animation on 17th February 1942.
125 Ant-Tank Regiment ceased to exist in 1942.  However in 1947, on the raising of the post war Territorial Army, it was reconstituted as the 325 L.A.A. Regiment R.A. (T.A.).  Commanding Officer of this regiment was Lt.Col. Robin Chapman, son of Col. Sir Robert Chapman Bt.

In 1951 Sir R. Chapman presented the 125 Regiment memorial to 325 Regt.  He had recently been the honorary Colonel of 74 Field Regiment R.A. (T.A.) from which 125 Field Regt R.A. (T.A.) had been formed in 1939.

In 1955 325 Regt. was amalgamated with 582 (7 D.L.I.) L.A.A./Searchlight Regt R.A. (T.A.) to form 463 (the D.L.I.) L.A.A./Searchlight Regt R.A.(T.A.)

In 1961 463 (the D.L.I.) L.A.A./ Searchlight Regt R.A. (T.A.) amalgamated with 437 L.A.A. Regt. R.A. (T.A.) to form 463 (D.L.I.) L.A.A./Searchlight Regt R.A. (T.A.).  In 1967 on reorganisation of the Territorial Army it became the County of Durham Regt R.A. (T.A.), which in 1969 was reduced to a cadre under the administration of 72 Engineer Regt R.E. (V).
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